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of ‘Meet the Press’

nan In 1338, she moved to New York
1. Uity, where she worked as a free-
leet  Jance and wrpts advertisiag copy for
:ral  several muagazipes. She founded ra-
n-  dlo’s first panel show. “Leave It 1o
ng-  the Girls,” in 1940 helors creating
the ‘“‘Meet the Press ' which became the
and  tempiatefar tha Sunday palitical talk
SHows,
| to Ms. Rountree married Oliver AL
¢¥ie Presbrey in 1952 Mr. Preshrey, an
Lin advertising executive, died in 1988,
she She i3 survived by two daughters,
To- Martha Wiethom of Bethesda, Md..
and  Mary Greene of Duxbury,
o  Mass; a sister, Ann Rountree Fore
& Dergof Greenwich, Coon.; a brother,
BC  Calvin Rountree of Hayeswille, N.C
nw and three grandchildren,

"1

TR F --mﬂ".la

| h Remrd-, before returning tg ™ nda
Marthn Rountree produced sav- 2 0

; , ‘a8 Q4 reportey for The Tampa Trib-
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Martha Rountree, 87, a Creator of ‘Meet the Press’

By JOHN FILES

Martha Rountree, the CoO-creatnr
aad [irst inoderator of the NBC News
program Meet the Press,” dled on
Monday at Sibley Hospital in Wash.
lngton. She wes 87 and jved in Wash-
ington, .

On June 24, 1945 Ms. Rountree and
Lawrence E. Spivak introduced the
show on radio, unvelling it twa vears
(ater on television, where it has since
become television's longest-running
Brogram. [n 1997, at the Sith annivar-
saly  celebration of ‘'"Meet [he
£1ess,” held at the National Building
Mozaum in Washington, M9, Raun-

154

Martha Rountree produced  agy-
eral radio and television pPrograms.

tree was honored as the anly woman
who had moderated the program.

(n addition 1o her work with ** Maet
ihe Prees’ she produced several
other radia and televisipn shows, in-
cluding “Keep Postad ™ “Washing-
lan  Exclusive,” “Leave 1t g the
Girls,”" *““Presg Conference” and
“Capitol Close Up. ™

Mz, Rountree [ost 3 CDin-tosy o
Mr. Spivak (n 1933 to determine who
would bay out the other's interesg in
the program. They agreed that she
would not develop cormpeting pro-
gram for at leas( two years.

“She was a newg pioneer who
helped create a national {ren=re
said TIm Rnssert the chief of NBC
News’'s Washington Bureau who now

SEIVeS as moederator of “Meet the

Pregs ™

Alter leaving the program amd be.
coming a popular lecturer, Mg, Roun-
trée m 1985 {ounded Leadership. g
noaprofit political research {oundo
tion based in Washington, and seryed
as president of the organization until
1988, A member of the Natlonal
Press Club and the Womern's Netion-
al Press Club, she recelved Awardsg
In recent years {rom the Women Ipr
Achtievement, the National Fraterni-
¥ of Women n Journalism ang the
American Legion,

- Martha Rountree wag t0m in
Gainesville, Fla, W 1911 After
spending her youth in Columbia, 53¢,
she enrolled at the Untvergity of
South Carslina. She then warked in
Seuth Carotina for The Columbia
Record, befora ‘eluming to Florda

25 & reporter for The Tampa Trib-

LIie,

ln 1338, she moved to Naw York
Vity, where she worked as a (Toe-
lanze and wrote advertisiog copy {or
several magazines, She founded ra-
dlo’s first panel show, “Legve It 1o
the Girls," in 1940 helgrs Creating
“Meet the Press " which became the
template far the Sunday palitical talk
SNOWs,

Ms. Rountree martied Oliver M.
Presbrey in 19852, Mr. Prashrey, an
advertising executive, died in 1938

She i3 survived by two daughters,
Martha Wlethorn of Bethesda, M.,
and Mary Greene af Duxbury,
Mass.; a sister. Ann Rountree Forz-

berg of Greenwich, Conn.: a brother,

Calvin Reountree of Hayeswville, N.C.,
and thre= grandchiidren,




By MARTIN Wrry,
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described  herself as 2 “blupe-

Martha Rountree Dies; First ‘Meet the Press’ Moderator

4 ;a:!hl'.ngmn Fagr E:EH- e

Martha Rouatree, 87 wha
Reiped shape lelevision history
atid public affairs journatiam as the
Co-reator and first moderator of
the NBC News mterview show
“Meet the Preas,” Uied Aug. 23 at
stbley Memoria] Hospital. She had
Alzbetmner's disegse.

"Meet the Press.” the loagest-
runming network television show
it the world, first wemt an the air
1 1945 a3 3 radio show an the Mo~
tusl Brﬁadczstiug Swatem. It was
created jomtly by Miag Rotntree
and Lawrence B Spivak. It jumped
uito television g 1547, before
there were even 1 miflion seds in
the nation.

On the show, as jts name im-
plies, figures from public life sub-
mit to the gnestions of jourpabisés.
It set the pace for public affairs in-
terview journalism and became
must viewing for the political com-
mumty. It remains a Stndsy mom-
iog ritwal in many Washington
homes and supplies the subatance
for many Monday MOorting news-
paper stories,

Begides her rnle in creating the
show and with urging its <hift to
TV, Miss Rountree, a Florida<borm
lormer newspaper reporter, was
alsg said to be the only femmale
rmoderatar i its bistory,

Unrehearsed interview shows
with statesmen and public fguees,
commongplace today, were a now
elty onl the airwaves when “Meet
the Press” began,

‘I think it i3 important that the
public should hear its slected oif-
cers speak out and take their stand
in answer to direct questions with-
Oul preparation or oratory.” Miss
Rountree said in 19486,

“There is nothing so refreshing
az unadorned conviction,”

Among those who appesred og
carly shows were such significant
figures of the mid-20th century as
President Harry S, Truman, Sen.
Robert A, Taft (R-Ohio) and Hen-
ry A, Wallace, who bad heen vies
president doring Franklin . Roo-
sevelt's third term.

Sen. Joseph R. McCarthy (R-
Wi} appeared, a5 did Ungted
Mine Workers chief John L. Lewis
and New York Goy Thomas E,

=t s e T T e o e

Martha Hountree helped craxie an
aray of broadeast mews shoes

Dewey, who was defeated by 1ru-
man i1 the 1948 presidential cam-
pagnL

These were among the most for-
midable figures of their time, in ag
age when publie life was an almost
exclusively miale preserve, byt
Miss Rountree “never felt intimi-
dated by anybody,” her daaghier
Martha Wiethom suid vesterday,

Miss Rountree also produced
several other public affairs televi.
sion shows, {nchuding “Keep Poat-
ed,” “Washington Exclusive™ and
“Capitol Clogeup.” The Brst three
guests on “Lapito! Closeup” were
President Dwight ), Eisenhower,
nis vice president. Richard M. MNix-
on, and FBI director J. Edgar Hoo-
ver, According to ane DVRpaAney
account, Hoover was never again
nterviewed live on the air

Another of Mizs Rounires’s
shows was “Leaave It to tha Girls,”
which began as a radia show in
which fernale panelists spught 1a
give amusing answers to listeners’
questicns om romance and other

matters. In 1960, she was involved -

i 3 .debate-gtyle TV show called

“The Nation's Futurs.”

@ 3 newspaper interview more
than 40 years ago, Miss Rouniree

speaking, down-foearth television
HEWS reporter, and I'm proud of

it

"She was 4 news pioneer who
helped create a pational treasure,”
said Tim Russert NBC News
Washington hureay chief, who is
Lurrent moderator of “Mest the
Press,”

Miss Rountree swodd hes share in
“Meet the Press” and “The Big [=
jue” to Spivak in the fafl of 1953.
Wiathorn sajd the flip of a coin de-
cided who would buy out whan

Three years later, she brought
to the air 2 new pdblic affairy show
valled “Presa Conference.” It pre-
miered July 4, 1958, with US. At-
tomey Genreral Hetbert Browsnell
responding to the queries of 16 re
porters.

Martha Rountéree vwag bom (1
Gainesville, Fla_, and was bronght
up in Cohanbia, S.C. [nterested
from an early age in writing, she
wrote a short story when she was
3 and worked for the Columbia Re-
cord newspaper whils ut college at
the University of South Larolina,
She left school before graduating
and joined the Tampa Tribuge a5 3
Teporter, '

She moved in 1938 to New
York, writi £ advertismg copy and
freelancing articles to magazines.
"Meet the Presa™ has been de-

SCTVE 43 A promotion for Americag
| magazine edited and

On the origmal radio show,
Miss Rountree was moderator and
Spivak the permanent member of
the rotating panpe} of journalistic
questioners. Spivak died in 1994,

“Freedomn of the press is Amer.
ica's first [ine of defense,” she 3a1d
in a speech in 1950, at g time when
tivil liberties were seeq a9 under
attack. "It is something that mast
be fought for conbmuously— not
taken for gramgted.”

Mizss Rountree wag g longtime
Washington resident.

A first marriage ended in di-
vorce, In 1952, she married Qliver
M. Presbrey, who died in-1988.

In addition to Martha Wiethorm,
who lives i Betbesda, snrvivors:
inclsde another danghter, Mary
Greene, of Duxbury, Mass., a sis.
ler, a brother and three grang
children,
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Wiie crucving af the Dndversily of ;;:q;%““* : Caroling. ,..3:*& worked for the Colnming Record, then mefumed ©

Flonda o become a 1ep0rier 464 the Tamoag “*‘*wﬂys n 1918 she moved o Mew ark iy, where she
i .|__.,: r-"-n.

free-lanced and wrote advertising topy for severad iﬂa_mfﬁﬁ and fosmded a racio production Som with
her sgder, And, Rounires 1hen mm-d 33 roving editor for @sz.n Mercury magazigs and oined 08
poblisher, Lawrence Spivak, mn introduciog “dMeet fhe P Press,” first a5 2 radio progran: i 1945 and 1ETE 0N
elevrizion in 1947, The show wesd on o win the (eorge Faster Peabody nﬂfﬁfﬁ ag well a3 the Radic ang
Television Aris and Sciences Award and the Sytvimia Award i iis early yeds, {omroenting on her goals
for the program in 4 19446 New York Tages article, Rountese said, 1 t2inic 3% nmporiand that the pmohic
sheonld hear Hs slected officers speak o and (ke their siand in answer 16 @rect questions without
prapgrafion of aratory. There 8 nothing &0 refreshing as unadorned mwm:mﬂ Lﬁwﬁ Washingion
journalist and MoClendon News Service founder Sarmb MoClendon siys Rouniree was ™ 3 world
semowned iowrnalist, who put talk show jowmalism on the gir 1n both iﬁiﬂ’lﬁmﬂ and radio.”

Alier selling her haif of “Meet the Pross” 1o Spivak 1 1933—4he W‘tmﬁ fh;:aaeﬂ 3 COIt 10 delermine
which one would bay ot the other's interest— Ronatree becamse a poguiarc lecturer. In 19635 she founded
Leadership, 3 novprefit political research foundstion, aund served 25 &5 president wiil 1988 In recent
years Rowoixes was active 1n effonis 10 restore prayer m poblic schools. Sbe received awards from the
Women for Aclievement, the MNationat Fraternity of Women 21 fournatism, e Armerican Legon SEH
many other national orgamzations. She has been a member of e Mational Prgsg Clob, the Womea's
MNational Press Chub, and was the Srst woman mermber of the Nations! Space Clab.

In 1952 Rpuntree married advertising aecntive Oliver M. Presbrey, wiho precdeceased her 1p 1938, An
earlier marmiage anded in divorca. Ske is suvived by denghters, Martha Wisthora of Bethesda, Maryland
and Mary Greene of Dandary, Massachnestis, 2 sisigr, Ann Rountres Forsberg of Greenwich Conmectioni;
a brother, Calvin Rountres of Havesville, North Carcling; and three grandchildren,

Contact: Martha Wiethomn
F3O1-229-1273 or lihpEaal.com
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‘Meet the Prass' Co-Uragtor Dies

WASHINGTON (AP)] - Mariha Rountiee, co-creator and first moderstor of the NBC Mews program  Mest ihe
Press” has died at age 37,

Hountes, whi suffered from Alzhsimers disesse, died Mondsey st Shiley Hospitsl,

i additica o osiginating and :ﬁ_wi}mdumﬁr Aaet dha & e Was 2l the only woman ﬁ‘&ﬂﬁrﬁ‘”" e show's
SZ-year history, She aiss procuced severs other iﬂ?ﬁaﬁiﬁﬂ aﬂﬁﬁﬁ, nciudging :-t.:&nﬁ Fosteq,”  Washogron

xlusive” and T Capidh Close Up ™

ki 1543, sha joined Lewrencs Spnak m nincducing Mest the Press” as a radio show, and e yesrs aier e
srogram airsd on elevision for e frst ans. Sha went on e lechurs crcult in 1883 whaen she soit ner share of he
ahow 0 Spak ailer a coin osa.

" Bhe was 3 news pioneer who helpad create a netional feasure,” 2aid Tim Russert, NBC Maws YWashingion
Gureau chief and current moderator of “ieet the Press.”

Rouniree was bom it Gainesville, Fia., In 1911, and studied ai the University of South Carpling. She refurmed o
Fiorikda as a reporter for the Tampa Tribune bul moved n 1938 i New York, where she worked a8 an edior and
ireelanca joumaist, She joined MBC saven years (ater

in 1985, the award-winning jousnalist founded Leadarshin, a nonprofit poliical research srganzation, and was is
president unii 1588,

Rounirae’s husband, adverizsng sxecutive Oliver M. Presbrey, died in 1988,

She is survived by two daughbers, thres granochildran, a byother and a sisiar
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Eulogy of
Martha Rountree Presbrey
Delivered by
The Honorable Helen Delich Bentley
At The
Memorial Service Of Worship
In
The National Presbyterian Church
Washington, DC
August 28, 1999

I"'m both honored and humbled to have been asked by Martha Rountrees family to deliver her
eulogy today. How appropriate to have this memorial service to Martha Rountree Presbrey in the
Chapel of the National Presbyterian Church.

My first direct contact with a woman named Martha Rountree occurred in 1971 after I had read a

speech of hers about drugs - and the threat they posed for the United States and our young
people.

Martha’s dire prediction was the only one I could find at that time - but it was something that was
bothering me - the drug threat to the United States. However, no one else seemed to be bothered
Oy 1t - except that very perceptive lady, journalist, television producer Martha Rountree. I called
ner up, we chatted, and I asked her if I could use some of her speech and comments in a talk I
was to give that week before the Maryland State Dental Association.

In her very charming Southern way, Martha responded with a yes - she was particularly delighted
that someone else was going to spread the message. What a different outlook we would have in
this country today in many ways if more people would have listened to her warning, a warning
she 1ssued only after very careful research.

Research was one of her main fortes. Research for facts: research because she never wanted to
issue any papers or talk on any radio or TV show without having full command of the accurate
facts involved on the subject to be discussed. And it was her research capability which made it
evident to her that a major internal threat to the lifestyle, security, and safety of the United States
and its citizens was that of illegal drugs. How right she was three decades ago!

Her voracious appetite for facts was developed early in her youth, along with a desire to be a
writer. The combination of the two enabled her to work on the community newspaper in
Columbia, South Carolina, while in college at the University of South Carolina. And the
combination of the two enabled her to be employed as a reporter with the Tampa Tribune before
she had graduated from the university. From there it was on to New York writing advertising
copy and freelancing articles to magazines - by combining her two wonderful talents of writing
and research - and developing the nation’s first radio show panel in 1945 - Leave It To The Gitls.




One of those magazines was American Mercury, edited and published by Lawrence Spivak. And
it was for the promotion of that magazine that the “Meet The Press” panel show was originated
by Martha Rountree. On the original radio show, Martha served as moderator and Spivak as the
permanent member of the rotating panel of journalistic questioners. Television came two weeks
later. Although many of her friends feel Martha was short changed in the sale of “Meet The
Press,” in her typical straightforward manner. she made it clear that she and Spivak had agreed
that a flip of the coin would decide who would buy out the other. He won. But Martha never
was one to bemoan anything negative that might have happened to her. She’s still the only
female moderator in the history of “Meet The Press.”

Her pride drove her to develop new concepts and new ideas. So instead she simply waited out
her two years of no compete agreement and then brought to the air a new public affairs show

called “Press Conference” which premiered on July 4, 1956, with Attorney General Herbert
Brownell as the guest.

I'he producers of today’s parade of Sunday morning news shows and even the news
documentaries which are growing in numbers on weekday nights can thank Martha Rountree for
opening the doors to have Washington leaders and celebrities as the guest interviewee on all
these shows ... which have made them all so popular and “must viewing” if you work in and
around the nation’s capitol in any way. It remains a Sunday morning ritual in many Washington
homes and supplies the substance for many Monday morning newspapers.

Never one who did not have a fresh new idea to put forth, Martha Rountree over the vears also
produced several other public affairs television shows including “Keep Posted,” “Washington
Exclusives,” and “Capitol Closeup.” The first three guests on “Capitol Closeup” were President
Dwight D. Eisenhower, Vice President Richard M. Nixon, and FBI Director Herbert Hoover.

According to one newspaper account, Hoover never again allowed himself to be interviewed live
on the air. |

Significant personages who made history in the mid-20th century and who appeared on her early
shows included President Harry Truman, Senator Robert Taft, and Henry Wallace, who had been
vice president during Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s third term. And there was Senator Joseph
McCarthy, United Mine Workers Chief John L. Lewis, and Thomas Dewey, who lost the 1948
election to Truman.

"I think it is important that the public should hear its elected officials speak out and take their
stand 1n answer to direct questions without preparation or oratory,” Martha said in 1946. There
1s nothing so refreshing as unadorned conviction.

“Freedom of the press is America’s first line of defense,” she said in a speech in 1950, at a time
when civil liberties were seen as under attack. “It is something that must be fought for
continuously not taken for granted.”



After leaving the program and becoming a popular lecturer, Martha Rountree in 1965 founded
Leadership Foundation, a nonprofit political research foundation based in Washington. She
served as 1ts President until 1988 and I served on the board for several years.

Despite all her activity in the media field and the promotion of women taking the lead to “turn
things around in this country,” Martha Rountree remained close to her family - her beloved Ollie
Presbrey and their two daughters Martha and Mary. No mother ever loved her children more
than Martha who was constantly trying to find ways to make their lives easier and more
comfortable. She loved them so much.

And of course her love for her niece Kristen and nephews Lois and Eric were part of the close

love she held for her brother and sister and her pride in her ambassador brother in law ...
Everyone except herself .....

And outside the family she was always worried about someone else - whether it was her Gladys
whom she adored, Hugo Seiler who like Martha had dreams and knowledge of the media world

and the world of business but let his caring of people always interfere with reaching the pinnacle
of fruition.

One part of her life that was typical of Martha- She was legally blind, but never made an issue of
it - or told anyone - other than to say they had to write bigger for her to be able to read. One

friend found out another way. If you ever had an umbrella around Martha, she would comment
on the color.

Martha began to collect umbrellas in every color. She was childlike in her insistence that she
have an umbrella to match every dress when she went out, rain or shine. If the sun was out she
would laugh and call them parasols, but she always insisted on taking one along - even though
she never opened them on a sunny day and she rarely went out in the rain!

One day when she was going into a building with a slight step up, [ noticed her using the
umbrella ahead of her to feel the step, without faltering and she did the same thing at the door.
She couldn’t see. This remarkable women with her great strength and incredible pride was
handling her growing problem with her sight in her own inimitable way.

She loved antiques and had a wonderful collection of her own which was fabulous. And the

decorations at Christmas time were breath taking, they always made you think about that long
ago Christmas painting on the cards.

[n a newspaper inter view more than 40 years ago, Martha described herself as a “blunt speaking,
down to earth television news reporter, and I'm proud of it.”



4.

Iim Russert, the chief of NBC News® Washington Bureau who now serves as moderator of

“Meet The Press” paid tribute to Martha Rountree with this statement which she would have
loved .... “She was a news pioneer who created a national treasure.”

Thank you Martha Rountree for being a true pioneer!




